ROAD TEST

Wielding this Tool of the Ultimate Whisk requires

that you take the deep breath of commitment.

* Weoare born two wavs: 1o be drivers
or 1o he passengers, Bevond the cosmic
enport of these two inclinations lie the
facts of our hves, the wavs we react to
thie highs and the lows of our lives, Pre-
sented with a slatezblack Porsche
S1150C, a reasonable assumption [ore-
sees mus anammedate npswing of
good vibrations, some heavy breathing,
and nsing blips of the old heart rate,
For dovers these burgeomng sensations
crackle in Vesuvian poppings of rap-
ture, For passengers 1t's much worse,
Cromng along lor the ride 1s less than a

ALGLST 1980

Tt e

sure-fire way 1o live up 1o the passive
side: of one’s nature. Riding shotgunin
A ragmng; spining, ham-tngger 91015001

| just about the most awiul and 1mpossi-

ble wav there is to rematn passive. s
QIS0 tas fng.
lfronn the pope. Conlronted with stream

i, onrushing ampedimenta, even the

cotld draw s soreans

most stolid passengers collapse o be-

vond-the-pale-ol-reason scizures of

fright. Their eves pop, their knuckles
gel pasty, and they put teeth marks in
their tongues. *This 15 like a roller
coaster,”” they whimper. I hafe Toller
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANDRE LaROCHE

coasters, Bovthe YT ESC s addwcuve 1T
the driver knows how to wield this Toaol
of the Ulumate Whisk, the passenger
comes around with an inspired o of
enthusiasm: T want one; § want ene!’" Ti
bursts forth uncontrallablv.

There 1sn't a soul alive who somehow
doesn’t pooch-out the boundarnies ol ks
or her personal performance envelope
with insistent regularity. One way or an-
other there are tungs to be tned. nsks
to be taken. Evervhody hkes to take the
deep breath of commilment ever V30 o=
tem. It begins with things as passive as
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PORSCHE 9118C .

cringing at Poycho, and steps up o rush-
hour javwalking. Then, somewhere
about 1n - the middle, come roller coasi
ers, the chance-taker’s delight. They
don’t often derail or spit people oul
mnio the stratosphere, but they feel as if
they were buile for nothing else, Roller-
coaster: graduates move straight on o
full-contact karate, black belts shife over
to evervhody's favorite game show,
CCelebrity Decapitation,” and finally
the survivor here gets 1o be Denis Jen-
kinson and rides with strhng Moss ai
180 mph for a thousand miles through
darkest Traly.

Riding in 2 9115C with someane who
exlubits every intention of going really
fast is sort of the ultimate, pumped-up
pooching-out of the more passive side
ob our nutty hittle envelopes. The only
had thing is that you can’t get on vour
Knees; you've gol to do vour besg
pravers sitting down,

And now the queston is, How much
tonger will Porsche he hutlding these
partable pews? Stutigart has made nois-
s before about the end being in sighi
for its hoary old coupe (and its ongoing
Targa version), but even at tadav's
bloated price, it snags the old faithiul
and the new converts vear after Year.
For good reason, IF one can afford a
SLISC, s a helluva value. If not. it
doesn't make any difference. In the two
vears since we tested the first 91156 s
base price has jumped $10,000, Bue
what vou get for your $30,000 these
days is probably the hes rear-engined
Porsche ever loaded on a boat, We
mention this boat-loading-for-America
business becanse cars for the Furopean

a8

i home market are blessed with hetter
tread, lower and firmer and more pre-
cise} suspension settings, which make a
tremendous difference in the way the
cars feel and ultimately. respond. Even
o, the 1980 9118C is a happier com-
promise for the American marker than
the now discontinued 930 Turbo was.

The 31150 mixes strong perform-
ance with what we have reason o he:
lieve, based on history and tvpical Ger-
man tharoughness and quality, should
be outstanding reliability. This thing
should run uniil vour hair and reeth Fall
oul and your family looks around for
someplace to plant vou

The air-cooled flat six wlirnp-stars to
a noisy adle, fast and healthy, busy with

its performance preoccupation. A three-
way catalyst and an oxyvgen sensor in the
fuel injection take care of emissions

The air-cooled flat six
whump-starts to a noisy idle.

without further add-ons. The resulting
drivahility and performance are second
o none among mass-produced 1.5;-
aviilable cars this vear, This is an en
gine tull of wself, cocky abour what
can do. Send it your message and it hol-
lers right back, Zero-to-sixtv takes gix
seconds fat, 1op speed is 150 mph, and
averall mileage. even figuring in plenty
of hiard beating through the boondocks,
runs out at 16 mpg.

Fan Hmlilig LD COTNErs We recom-
mend close attention (o the First Rule
of Chigais, to wit: get vour braking done

in a strmght line, transition smoothly
into the corner as vou begin 1o feed
throttle, bringing the car from basic un-
dersieer 1o a neutral distribution of cor-
nering forces—i.e.; all four wheels
sepuared up. Just don'tindulge in @ pan-
icky rethink about slowing down by
backing out of the gas. This over-vour-

| head time is when vou should dust off

the First Rule of ﬂn‘l;.l:n_.' Ablson: o wals
Hoor it and steer like Crazy.

We've alwavs known that out behind
the rear axles 15 no place for an engine
i be, and Porsche has spent years try-
mg to compensate. Currently—and ult-
mately*—Porsche has jacked up the car

and gralied a number of hi-tech heha-

vioral fixes into its ouwtdated chassis, At
this, Parsche has done better than ever
betore. The suspension calibrations, the

- wide rear wheels and tires. and (he Eat

Pirelli P7 supertires all contribute 1o the
relormation of the 911SC, bat, as with a
reformed drunk. the real shortcomings
(semi-trmbing-arm rear suspension and
the clumsy rear weight bias thanks o
the tail-hung engine) are suill ready 1o
Cropr upn moments of characrer weak-
ness, bBut Porsche has done a masterly

job of brnging the 91 1°s behavior into

reasonable line,
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The Tech. Ed. climbed mio the 5C
and dragged the poor thing ofl for some
skidpad abuse; and even he of the hy-
percritical persuasion came away im-
pressed with Porsche’s progress. There

The 9118C is for molesting
secret colloguial byways.

15 new and unexpected controllabiliny at
the rageedy edge. 5o we belted down 1o
Ohio and molested its secret colloguial
bywavs, ripping off as much as G601
miles a day in the depths of tghily en-
meshed forests and nlls.

At Llast hght, we got out and ran a sen-
sory check, and discovered all our Facul-

ties o be in good shape, and, except for. |
@ serous case of cop-eves; no Signs of

personal wear and lear poked oul any-

place: Much of the credit must go to the |

D1SCTs vennlated four-wheel dise svs-
tem, which is a godsend. With the possi-
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ble exceptions of the windshield and the
steering wheel. there is nothing more
useful on the car. The brakes produoce
overwhelming inversions of speed,
translerring your insides about down (o
knee level under maximum braking.
There’s next 1o no nose dive and the
pedal is ridiculously easy to modulate,
oomphing the car down into cormers as
if a king-sized suction cup has been acu-
vated, The suspension absorbs whoop-
g dips with no loss of equanimiry, b
Jqumping Lo davhight over lopsided crests
gives those confounded semi-trailing
arms too much of a chance 1o tweak the
thing off kilter into a lopsided, darting

landing. Steering 15 direct and quick, it

Fraught with kickback over bumps, and
the [ive-speed gearbox is undoubtedly
pleased with its Tatest linkapge updarte,
which still produces notchy shifts but
with ‘much more delinite gates than m
the past. Porsche never stops hddling.

In the Porsche tradition, the instru-
ments are thorough and splendidly ar-
raved. We wish (his were true-of the
heating and venulation comrols. which
are grouped in a panel unmarked ex-
cept for defrost insiruchions.

Chne of the reasons the base price has
leapt so drastically 15 a long hist of for-
merly optional standards such as air
conditioning, power windows, a center
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console, black oulside trim, an engine-
compartment light, and a leather-cov-
ered wheel, Our SC also has 32145
worth ol tog hghts, rear speakers, right-
side electric mirror, sport- shocks,
forged alloy wheels, and the P7s. A
Blanpunkt AM/FM/cassetie unit with
Dolby for hiss reduction channels iis
sound cleanly through four speakers,
two of which are on the doors below
long, handy storage bins neatly inie-
grated mnto the armrests.

O only problem with the 9115,
other than maintaining possession of

| the kevs, was with the kevs themselves,

They are featherweight aluminum, and
thev bend easily, especially when igm-
o tumblers are 5Hth|f 1':1:5&”5“1'!“’].
Ours were. The keys were benit a little,
and one of them hung upan the start
position instead of returning to the run
position, which 1s supposed to disen-
page the starter. As a result the starter
roasted fself 1o a crisp and the ignition
shorted out. We have Howard Cooper
Volkswagen/Porsche + Audrin Ann Ar-

bor to thank For a super-quick fix that
Comdimuaed
89
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allowed us to get the car into. this issue,

The people-packaging core within the
HHISC makes a halthearted attempt i
providing spots for two kids or two
cramped adults i back {these seatlers
fold down, providing useful luggage
space over and above the Gve-cubic-fon
trunk anthe nose ol the car). But the
place where you live and work up front
15 first-cabin in every respect. Ours was
superbly fimished (except for a single
driplet of glue on the carpet) and taste-
fully colored. The soothingly shaped
and padded seals were covered in fine,
ventilated leather. Evervihing [its so
snugly it seems to have been molded 1o-

gether almost to the point of melidown. !

surrounding these fine appointments
i5 one of the stoutest bodies ever. a
clean design that incorporates the besi-
looking 5-mph bumpers on the market.
Lacking the 950°s bulbous fenders
whale tal, the 5C is less a carieature,
more a subtle and righteaus-looking no-
tice of intent 1o commit unspecificd ille-
gahines, especally in fast comers.

anl

Very last corners. Tvis the rollér:
coaster syndrome again, It is what the
91150 does, What is so pleasing aboun
the whole proposition is that ir also
does so many other things so well. As
compromises go, the 9115C is right a
the: 1op of the most inwiguing heap ol

all, the one that peaks with works of

man s tmagination that reallv aren’y
compromises at all, because they're ca-
pable of near-infinite feats of the leap-
ing-tall-buildings varietv. Need a lifi?

—Larry Griffin
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_.'_'_Pﬂhﬁm prodiscnion can ever Ijmll mr]ud
ooing A 1300 Super. and I've never e Ni-
disappoinied. Now with this BIISC
- cmpe; my beunidléss aflestion Leging o

dane i the Pf:nth:- H28 have done 1I:L~1r
'IHr fa vrudv the lml: ||1f:'-l.lt bt :hr—w

: -'hﬂ-h' !r fﬂ.J.h ETRTRTA [irtalhr coaming 1oihe |
! m!llmg 10 put v with the Barshness; o ¥

Cwhen yo E‘JIJWH i through a 'F'l'il'l-_l-dl,i..' 1

i :uuntr} COT O Al ‘s Fwould have
liked i betrer without the Pirelli P7 dires,
'amﬂ Ui sure that T oowld sull e l:-r_'mp[’cd
.in ¢1 durk g'r.n Hrﬁu bt iy 3 Aappeiite |

st as strang hows 1t dida’t help that the
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Al HI’IIL&HE‘S v do several ﬂnnqq Lt ier
ctharthe Parschie. From now '-:m the .
- Porsche of my dreamis has o V-8 EEIne if]
Ahetronn,

: Thiwriting, it would seem, is on'the seall.
CAnd whar s widtten is: that the venerable 3
Cand venerated 911 s in die twiligh of its

w0 many 91 b variations | couldn't keep
them all siraight. Now theve’s jost his

the most, The 9118 is as god 251 can

- reworked, and mnpoved. ond i il the

Ahal’s why it will go away, Innovation and
l’.h1||:l1 ngf- are »r.rgr mumh._uu 1 Fﬂthc.
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Audi § 000 Turbo passed thr otig by

—Lheruviat £ Eprasis, fr

vers, | can remember when there -.u_-n:

bz, Porsche savs there will be a 911 as
long as there is a demand for one, bur i
dithicull to see the car or the demand fast-
g more than another conple of years. A1

be made, Porsche has massazed, relined, f

Car is as near perfection as it can be: And

e fm]-' i lla::h: E-nmrd Seas: With nh'

hr]p irain.a. mrl.n;:f_hmger.: Fhove are
Cthose that pesk out 3 bit h:ghw bt e
‘!-J::lrlgvb Super Beetls Herq you there
1.}ut: ker. II‘HH- lﬂtllldl"ld"i A CerEHG: ATl
Sobrespect even [rom those whoslike

me—-decry the abs olesrence: uE’ FEAT T
gine bryonts. Vou've also BOE 0 cr:rhl

Porsche for the 8117 staying power. [t

“holds the record s thie oldesy var dr:fngn
Sanllin production for: AAdmerica(nol
eounting the: Avanti .mr'| thé hm kery:

e thing that I:n:u.t n:“hu-nbf.'d ovir Lthe

- vears wothe U8 s penchant for aver. SUEET.
T find i ar anall-dme low in this 15980

mndtl m[h i spun group. [t stack s
stk onpur skidpad, finally difing over
‘the T frone fivi, Lifting abripely off the
ihronde hardly made o wwitch, S the P7s
aned wider Tear wheels are a musz 1 was
alse happy with the real-warld hisnding,

cbut I wounldn't towch the sport shocks

with - stick. Over braken pavement
Michigan-class expansion sirips {ithe one-

“inch-high kind), the so-called dampers fit-

ted 1o o tester s went vigid. Two hours
ey g bad htp,'hw‘}} gave me i headache,
Now I know whm they were thinking of
whet the 9118 sott-ride package came

out.afew years back. . | — Serwian
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ACCELERATION standing 14 mile, seconds

| 1 |
| PORSCHE 91150 |
! CHEVROLET CORVETTE
PORSCHE 9115C
| LOTLES ESPRIT 52
i i Vehiole type: rear-angine, rear-wheal-driva, 2+ J-passen-
| i I ger, Fdoar codpe !
' MERCEDES-BEMZ 45051 |
| Price ns tostad: 530,470 _
i Options on test car: base Porsche 91150, $27,700, F28 |
3 ) 1'5 72 7 & 19 =0 51 apbon groug, 52145 metaliz pant, 5625 |
ENGEIMNE
T:,'f.'lvE: flal 6, air-cooled, sluminam bock and fesds, B main
BRAKING 70-0 mph, feet b ik
| | | Bare xSl s e e .74 & 2.8 00 95 % JUmm
| 31t T | R e el B L83 cuin, 2990cc
: PORSCHE 9115C | Compression TR et e Erpete = b o |
% _ i Carbireton. ... Beseh K-Jafranis fuel injaction
i | i | I Valhee gear .0 cham-drven smgle overhead cam
CHEVROLET CORVETTE { | Pover (RN ey ol i 172 bhp & 5500 rpm
! i Tomppune (AR ot oL s 1 89 [bett @ 4200 fpm
I | e L e e T L R R IR e
| LOTLS ESFRIT 52 i ,
I DRIVETHAIN
I : ! TR R O L e L e T e G-apapd
MERCEDES-BEMNF 45051 | o - P R - R S R 3 HE
| L | Gaar Rl Mph 1000 rpm WMawx. st speed
| 3.18 5.9 A7 mah {600 FEand
; i : - 103 a5 mph (6300 Fomd
| - 31t 126 14.9 44 mph {6300 rpmd
| 1440 150 160 170 ] T80 21X 210 a0 1 100 188 118 rgh {6300 rpm)
FUEL ECONOMY EPA estimated mpg v. . ose 230 130 mph (5850 rprm)
| DIMENSIONSE AND CAPACITIES
- = ey A e T b R LA i Bt in
LOTUS ESPHIT S2 T e s 53.6/52.81n
L N - R R R R N e 168.9in
£ R o e T e L i S e B S 65000
MERCEDES -BENT 45051 b e T P 2.0 In
D W e PO & v & s ok B L b i S I |
] G W T o e 2700 [bs
PORSCHE S115C Walght distribusion: FiR .ol 41,5/58.5%
il cRpacEy T S &bl gal
O - T e T A R 137 g%
CHEVROLET CORVETTE
SUSPENSION
Fo o ind, MacPherson strut, torsian bars, anb-sway bar
| | Raoiis ind, semi-trailing arrms, tarsan bars; anb-sway Lar
: & B 0 12 14 i 18 STEERING
TYPE . iwai L e T FRER- B -EHn i
CURRENT BASE PRICE dollars x 1000 T bockbodtet | e e e e <
| E Turning cirche eurd-ta-curtr .0 g - o
CHEVROLET CORNVETTE | BRAKES
f e e R s e 90w O 8- in verted disc
E |- et A Dy e A L 96 w0 0.8 m varled diss
P R L T L e L e T WACLIOm
| § WHEELS AND TIRES
! L Wheal size aaEBEDEIGI RO LEin
1 LOTUS ESPRIT 52 TR M s A R e ] Jarged slurmindm
Thre ratbis B8R SIEe .o e Firalli Cinturaio P7,
o 1 F. 208/5EWR- 16 B 225/50WR-16
MERCEDES-BENZ 45050 Tast Inflation prassunes, FAR oo rriLrionnnE 30534 pa
SAE INTERIOR WOLLIME
] | | Front gt ol sl et i L e S LR
LY 5 10 15 20 25 30 1 2 Lk Sapelo 0 R RG v g ot
INTERIOR SOUND LEVEL dBA |I:"-I ERIOR SOUND LEVEL a4 dBa
| Full-iksrgtile Bocalesaticn . B4 din
]
N ERCEDES-RENZ 45051 PO G BT O T R T e 75 dBA
2 m?ﬂ-mph Crlise FL LR e L R P I B 75 dBA
_-Fu||-thrﬂﬁ|& acceleration O RMANCE
1 Jorn dn fat=" ] e
i b [1 ) [ | R G R M e |
| i L e e e S L B 3.2
| BN Ao A T L e R N
| A e iy 6,00
_____ Fmph ROy |
B e R T e T e 108
B s i e T A s R R 138
1O e e : 184
Standing Ve-rmdin .. SRl 147 sac & B2 rph
Ao Goiistl s L I e e R e s o3l mph
| | Braking, TO=0 Mol o FrleE P el
T r roadnoddirg. 2 18- diaskidpad oo o ca B g
B0 a5 0 '3 80 83 20 95 100 EPA pxtirnabed fosl soonomy & L. ool i i L& MPE
| s LI :
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