
SEATS
From: Greg Dowd gdowd@datum.com 

Subject: Seat control switches

To: Maurice mhdykes@Thinkage.On.CA 

I removed the fuse for the power seats (actually I blew it screwing around).  I then took apart the switches on the side of the seat.  You can't just take them out as they are soldered on the back side.  But, I would caution that it would be strange for ALL of your seat controls to be nonfunctional.  I just had one not working of the 4 (2 per seat).  Nice thing for me is that the driver's seat was okay so I wasn't under any pressure.  I didn't want the shop to work on them because they just wanted to start replacing things from the outside in until it worked.  Not a good experience for Porsche owners.  Anyway, details follow:

NOTE:  These are hot even with key removed!  Also, you WILL need some lithium grease or something to hold the parts to put these switches back together if you get to step 6.

1) Remove power seat fuse or disconnect negative battery cable.

2) Remove 2(?) screws holding seat control trim cover.

3) Remove 2 screws holding seat control

4) Pull control out a bit (I had at least 4‑5" of slack in the wires attached to the back of the control).

5) Depress the little plastic legs to pop the switch from the seat control.

This first part is very easy.  10 minutes tops.  I then took a voltmeter and checked for voltage on each pair of wires.  Then I operated the switch in each position and checked for voltage going through at least 1 pair.  I found that the sideways operation didn't generate a connection.  I put the fuse back to check operation between steps 5 and 6.  Then I popped it out again before proceeding.  

6) Before continuing, put a towel on the ground to catch any little bits or pieces that come out of the switch.  You don't want the ball bearings bouncing down the driveway.  Don't ask me how I know :‑)

7) Take apart the switch by popping the little tabs to take the cover off.

8) Inside, you will find two legs (little plastic |_| shaped things), 4 springs and 4 ball bearings.  

9) What I found was that one of the legs was cracked.  I should note that I was expecting something like this because the control wiggled in a looser fashion that a working one did.

10) What I did next was disassemble the working one next to it and stick the guts in the non‑working one to verify that this was my problem.

11) I put them together by putting a dab of lithium grease on the end of the spring to hold the ball bearing in place.  Actually, I used assembly lube from my motorcycle.  This doesn't need to be conductive grease.

12) I put the non‑working guts in the formerly working control and tried the system.  Sure enough, the problem followed the broken leg.  

13) I was now able to debug my "missing shaft" problem.

14) What remains for me is to disassemble the switch again and clean and superglue that leg.

Total Time: less than 1 hour including 5 minutes to find the ball bearing that bounced away and 10 minutes trying to reassemble the switch without grease (great deal of cussing involved there).

Anyway, I knew the switch was probably bad so that's why I used this procedure. It may not be necessary for you.

I can say that just trying to jump a wire between two terminals won't work (that's how I blew the fuse).  I had another course of action which I didn't end up using.  I bought an automotive relay from Radio Shack (12VDC/30A/momentary contacts) for a couple of bucks and a package of alligator clip jumpers (total cost < $10).  There's a schematic silkscreened on the side of the seat control so I figured I could use alligator clips to hook the Radio Shack switch up by clipping onto the wires on the back of the switch.  I didn't do this but you might want to try it.  Lastly, you could 

get a switch from a junkyard and swap it by desoldering the old one (which shouldn't be difficult if you have a fat tip iron and a solder sucker).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: tbk@sn.no  (Thore Bjerklund Karlsen)

Subject: Re: seat covers

On Mon, 08 Sep 1997 22:59:43 ‑0500, you wrote:

>does anyone know the number for Wet Okole. my friend is looking for nice seat >covers for his 'vette, i know it not a Porsche (of course it is brand new and >runs unlike my Porsche), but i remember someone here really liking there set.

----------

Try wet_okole@msn.no , or check if their website is up at www.wetokole.com (wasn't last time I checked). I bought a pair for my car, and I'm very happy with them. They smell nice, too.

Thore Bjerklund Karlsen, tbk@sn.no, home.sn.no/~tbk

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

Subject: seat recovering kits

Anyone tried recovering their seats with a kit from Automobile Atlanta, the price seems right, but what about the quality.  Is it easy to do?  Should I just leave this to an upholstery shop?   Suggestions?  

Adam Gutierrez 1986 951

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: no.online@online.no  (Thore Bjerklund Karlsen)

Subject: Seat kits

>Can someone tell me if they've found anyone who manufactures seat kits for the >944? I'd like to redo them but prefer to just buy a kit and do it myself rather >than take them into a reupholstery shop.

----------

Try http://www.vcnet.com/worlduph. Don't know about the quality, but I think they have 944 kits.

Thore

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Marv De Beque debequem@rcinet.com 

Subject: Re: early 944 Seat belts

The 944 belt should have a twist in it so the inside edge is not resting on your neck and chaffing.  Many other manufactures have this reversed and the edge cuts into your neck.

When the seat belt is fully retracted and you slide the buckle to the top of the belt strap, the buckle should face the door pillar and there should be a 1/2 twist in the belt between the buckle and the floor if all is right.

When you pull the belt across you, the lap portion should have no twists, but the shoulder strap should have the twist I mentioned above.

Once you get used to it you will think anyone that does it different is silly. This way is far more comfortable.  In fact, I think that Porsche makes the most comfortable belts I have ever worn.


Marv

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Christie & Bruce Boeder editor@nordstern.org 

Subject: seat braces 

on the seat braces issue, Pegasus Auto Racing Supplies sells a simple, relatively inexpensive SCCA approved seat back brace. cost is $49.99 or $54.99 depending on size.  They are no longer a national PCA Club Racing sponsor but if you are a club racer, and buy from them, be sure to tell them that you'd like to see them back as a sponsor (they are considering it again!) Phone number 800‑688‑6946 


Bruce

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Christopher D. White" cdwhite@concentric.net 

To: "JApple2154" JApple2154@aol.com 

Subject: Re: Seat Wear

>I have a '92 968 Cab.  The driver's seat back is wearing on the left side.  This >is the area that is rubbed when entering and exiting.  Does anyone know of a >product or remedy for this?

----------

Check with John Paterek (he writes articles in Panorama and is on the national PCA tech board). He has great dyes that really match well. I got some black dye to re do a well worn steering wheel and leather seats. Great stuff. His phone number is (I hope) 201‑635‑5918. He runs a small business dealing with these types of things for Porsches.  Nice guy.

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

Subject: Seatback brace for SRD, 2/4/99R

From: Walter Fricke FrickeW@ci.boulder.co.us 

Last year, in anticipation of the upcoming rules change and because it had finally dawned on me that it was the right thing to do (reinforced by later unfortunate events), I set about making a seatback brace for the Recaro SRD which has for years resided in my daily driver/wife's Club Race 911SC, and she used it in two club races and it proved convenient.  To my delight, what I did complies with the subsequently announced rules.  I'll describe the part which bears on the seat in some detail: 

Purchase a two foot (17" would do) length of one inch angle iron.  Measure in one inch from an end and cut one flange.  Bend the other flange 90 degrees at the cut so the cut opens up.  Cut a piece of steel to fill in the pie shaped opening left by the cut and the bend, and weld this into the cut.  14 1/4 inches from the inner cheek of this bent end make a similar cut, bend, and weld.  It is better to make this middle section a bit longer and fill in with a spacer as needed after a trial fitting  than to end up with something a bit too tight.

You now have a "C" shaped piece which will fit flush against the back of the SRD just above the seat back release levers, with a one inch ear on each end which extends forward to brace the seat sideways as well.  The continuous flange stiffens the load distributing bearing surface and resists its bending. Immediately above the release levers is about the right height for a brace - not so high that the seat could break at the headrest, and not so low that too much of the body's weight in a crash will impinge on the part above the brace.  

You should measure your seat, of course, before making this piece, in case not every Recaro SRD is exactly this size.  This gives 14 square inches of bearing surface, and the rule only requires 12. 

To attach the support to the roll bar, I welded two long 10mm bolts to the back of the vertical flange, spaced roughly one third of the way in from each end so they extend horizontally rearward toward an easily installed and removed crossbar system I fabricated to accept them and attach to the roll bar.  Adjustment is with tubular spacing sleeves so I can set it forward for my wife or back for me.  I made the crossbar system easily removable to convert back to street use.  I've written up this part of the system I made and how I  attach it to my rollbar (which had no cross brace), and am willing to e-mail that to anyone who wants to read it, but there are too many variations in roll bar/roll cage configuration to make my solution applicable universally.

Subject: Re: Seat Interchangability - 924S, 944 early/late, 2/12/00

From: fishomn@imt.net  (Larry Fisher)

Oliver - Yes, the 924 and 944 use the same seat mounting points.  In fact all of the Porsche models use the same seat mounting points starting somewhere in the early to mid 70's.  So you could even take seats from a 928 or a 911 and put them into the 924.  I have non-power sport seats from an 85 Carrera in my 924S. Bolted right in.

Subject: Re: Oops: Seat mount help! 8/15/00

From: Larry Fisher fishomn@imt.net 

When I bought my car a couple of the seat anchor nuts had been mistreated (I'm guessing they were cross-threaded) and broken loose too.  I ended up drilling a couple of small holes beside and partially into the spinning nuts in the floor and, using steel pop rivets, anchored those puppies so they will not turn.  I have had my sport and factory seats in and out several times and the nuts are still tight as can be.

Subject: Attention TALL drivers...you will want to read this! 1/9/01

From: Chad Austin chads968@excite.com 

All of you taller drivers out there will want to read this.  Being 6'7" and 255lb. myself, I wanted as much room as possible.

In case some of you were not aware.  Porsche created alternate drill points on the 944/951/968 series stock seats.  I believe this to be the case with 85.5 and newer cars.  If you remove your seats and rails, you will notice a second set of drill points ahead of the ones done.  On the rear mounting points, its easy to get your points screwed up so be sure to measure accurately and double check before you drill and possibly wreck your seat rails.  Note- that a spare screw will be left over.  This is okay, as long as four points are securely mounted.   

By drilling these out it will give you about 1.5 more notches back.  This means more legroom, and a little more headroom.  

Now for all of you that have helmets and smack them around on your sunroof when DE/track driving, find yourself a cheap crappy sunroof and pull out the interior lining.  This alone will give you about 1/2"-3/4" more head room.  I found mine at Ian's Europarts for about $75-80.  I am sure if you hunt even more, you could find one cheaper.

MESSAGE:   (#19834) Re: Take the seat out! 5/26/01

AUTHOR:    Kimmo kimpaana@rieska.oulu.fi 

I managed to clean the switches and everything works nicely now. I had to take the seat out to pull out the switches. The contacts inside the switch were corroded but some scraping and contact cleaner made them nice and shiny again. 

BTW: I found the whole procedure describing the cleaning of seat switches from 

928 FAQ: http://homepages.apci.net/~slyjay/Page6.html 

Subject: [951] RE: Fun with power seats continued, 8/13/01

From: "George Beuselinck" gb944@worldnet.att.net 

If you look in the owners manual for your car, you should see how to use the long 6 mm Allen wrench included in the tool kit to manually drive the seat frontwards and rearwards.

Caveat: Don't break the pretty nylon gears, or you will be screwed...

Subject: RE: part number needed, 11/12/02

From: "George Beuselinck" georgeb@944ecology.com 

<< I need a part number for the bolts that attach the seat rails in a '86 944 turbo to the car.  My dealer has been stumped for the last 30 minutes trying to figure it out. >>

----------

How about 900.119.030.02. List for about $1 each.

