Roebling Road Driver’s Education Was FUN!!!

On October 13,14, and 15 members of the Florida Citrus Region converged on the town of Pooler Georgia for it’s fall edition of Driver’s Education. The Citrus Region also hosts this event in February each year. Next year’s event is currently scheduled for February 17th and 18th.

This particular event began a day early in order to accommodate extra training for instructors. In addition to classroom theory the instructors also received on-track training with the objective of maintaining the high level of competency typical of the PCA’s Driver’s Education program.

Unfortunately on Friday morning on the way to the event three key persons involved in running the event were involved in a highway accident. Those involved were Pedro Rivera, event registrar, Mark Peebles, driver’s ed. coordinator, and Tom Welch, former chief driving instructor. All three were riding together in a truck that was towing Pedro’s 914 track car when the incident occurred. Although the accident was quite serious all parties involved are currently out of the hospital and recovering from their ordeal. What happened next is a tribute to the resourcefulness and never-say-die attitude of our club. With several key event-personnel indisposed one would think the event may have to be cancelled. No way that would happen! Dave and Linda Borinski were the first club members on the scene and had the awful task of sifting through the wreckage for items needed to run the event registration. Then with the guidance of club president Jeff Phillips, other PCA members were enlisted into key roles to help fill positions where needed. The show went on. 

Registration was conducted at the host hotel Day’s Inn and also at trackside by Jennifer Barrows (club secretary), Bob Hotaling, Laura Garcia, Jeff Phillips. They did a fantastic job, especially under the circumstances. Jennifer also points out that it took FOUR people to do Pedro’s job. Pedro we miss you!!  Special thanks goes out to George Cain for ordering pizzas and sodas for the registration/hospitality suite Friday evening. Also special recognition goes to Kevin Duffy and Don Schoonover for their roles in setting up and running tech on Friday night and Saturday morning. Great job guys! Tech went extremely smooth. For those who don’t know what tech is, it’s where the car is checked out just prior to the event for some basic important safety items such as proper tire pressures and lug nut torque, functioning brake lights, proper brake fluid level and condition, helmet rating, etc. etc. All cars are required to have a more comprehensive inspection done within’ two weeks prior to the event by a qualified mechanic. Most shops will do this inspection at no charge as a service to the car clubs.

This year’s eye-catching bright yellow event tee shirts were a pleasant departure from the past. Bright shirts to compliment the brightly colored sports cars on hand. What a great concept!  Speaking of brightly colored sports cars, the prettiest car at the event was the Bittburger 993 factory cup car with splashes of blue,green,and yellow. There are always quite a few dedicated track cars that are regularly seen at Roebling. Most of the participates however were driving their everyday street cars which is what is so great about this event. Cars in extra abundance seemed to be the Boxster, Boxter S, 944, and 951. For such a relatively small car company it’s amazing that there are so many different Porsche models to choose from. And they ALL make good track cars! Also seen were several 914s and of course an abundance of 911s of various vintages and modifications.

Saturday morning began with the mandatory driver’s meeting with Dave Borinski and Ron Zitza filling in for Tom Welch and Mark Peebles. General information regarding track ettiquette and procedures were explained after which the Red group went out on the track and novices headed to class in the concession area. This is where the fun begins!

For many participates this was their first track event. In our region’s program drivers are placed in one of five different color groups, (Green,Blue,White,Black,and Red), depending on their level of experience. The first two beginning groups (Green and Blue) are those in which an instructor rides as a passenger to help the student learn proper driving skills. After several track events in Green and Blue a student may be deemed competent to advance to the White group where an instructor is optional. This group is sometimes referred to as the solo group. After yet more track time and experience a driver may then advance to the Black group. Drivers in the Black group who are interested, can attend instructor training sessions like the one held on Friday with the objective to one day become an instructor and then drive in the Red group as well as serve as an instructor to beginning students. This is the basic concept behind all of the PCA’s Driver’s Education programs. There are some variations within’ each particular region but the concept is the same for all. The more track time and experience generally means advancing into higher run groups. The emphasis is always on safety, driving skills, and exploring the car’s limits on the track. This is not racing. This is an opportunity to safely drive your car on a track in a controlled environment and receive quality training on how to do so. What more could a person ask for?

The weather for the event was awesome with lows in the upper 50’s and highs in the low 80’s with no rain all. It was a picture perfect scene so typical of the Savannah area. If you’ve never been there, it is one of the finest track environments in the entire country with it’s rustic and scenic backdrop at the track and the historic Savannah riverfront district only minutes away. A favorite downtown restaurant is The River House where the specialty is Yellow Fin Tuna served on a bed of angel hair pasta and sauteed vegetables. 

During the first day drivers chatted with each other comparing notes and telling stories of this and previous track events they had been to. Stories were heard of tracks such as Lime Rock, Summit Point, Watkins Glen, VIR, Lowe’s Motorspeedway, Pocono, Sebring, Moroso, and Road Atlanta. These are all tracks where various PCA regions hold DEs. Many drivers tinkered with their cars between runs checking tire pressures, oil levels, and brake components. This was a great opportunity to meet new people, not only within’ the Citrus region but also those who attended from other regions across the southeast.

On Saturday after the last run, there was a delicious Bar-B-Que social at the concession area where everyone settled down to some of the delicious food that the Roebling Road track concessionaires are famous for. The combination of fabulous food and a collection of sports car enthusiasts sitting around discussing the day’s events resulted in an unforgettable evening for those lucky enough to have attended. What an incredible way to end the first day’s activities! My compliments to the planning committee for this one. Let’s do it again in February!

Sunday morning started out with the mandatory driver’s meeting where once again emphasis was placed on track safety and ettiquette. It was pointed out that the first runs of the day were on a cool track with cool tires so watch the car’s speed until the temperatures of both came up. Also it was mentioned that typically on the second day it’s not unusual for a driver to begin to fatigue and experience a phenomenon known as ‘red mist’ where the driver may lose some of his concentration and focus. Drinking plenty of fluids to saturate the body and also resting between runs is very helpful in dealing with this condition. All drivers were advised to re-torque their lug nuts (95 lbs. is recommended) and check their tire pressures. An air compressor and torque wrenches were available at the track garage where the driver’s meeting was held. Not all tracks will have these resources available which is one of the reasons the Roebling Road facility is a favorite with many car clubs.

John Reker showed up in his beautiful new-to-him ’96 993 and in his own words proceeded to admit his car to the Ancient Order Of The Spinmeisters as a result of trying a new way through turn 2 on Sunday. It should be pointed out that John is an accomplished driver having many track events under his belt and he was only exploring the limits of his new car which is part of what these events are all about. His was not the only OTE (off-track excursion) on Sunday. None other than our very own club president ,Jeff Phillips, was seen exploring new territory and generally stirring up some dust at that very same turn with his red Carrera Targa. 

Despite several spins and OTEs  there were no injuries to cars or people during the event. This is a testimony to the great job done by the instructors emphasizing track skills and safety. Credit must also go out to the various track personnel including the corner workers and pit crew who did a great job throughout the day signalling the drivers as to current track conditions. A big thanks also to Laura Garcia and Tanya who did an outstanding job announcing the run groups on both days. It’s not an easy task to organize and manage one of these events. This particular event was even more challenging than usual because of the absence of Pedro, Mark, and Tom however everyone pulled together and the event was a great success. Next time you see those who helped with this event please shake their hand and tell them thanks. We hope to see Pedro, Mark, and Tom very soon at our next club function and certainly at next February’s DE at Roebling Road. We missed you guys a lot. For those of you who did not make it this time, you missed a great event. Be sure to sign up for next February’s event which is just around the corner! The Savannah weather in February is beautiful! Registration forms are available on-line in January and also in the Spiel. 

